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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

SSB dean leaves business school right on course
Administrators at Grand Valley State University accept the decision of
David Mielke to resign as dean of the Seidman School of Business
while acknowledging the impact of his many contributions to the
university and the region.
Mielke's resignation was effective July 1. He plans to take a sabbatical
and use the time to continue research , and his scholarly activities while
preparing to return to the classroom and a position on the Seidman
School faculty.
"Giving up my administrative duties as dean will allow me to devote
more time to specific areas of interest ," Mielke explained. "My work
with the SmartZone projects, particularly the Michigan Alternative and
Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon, has spurred increased interest
on my part in the renewable energy field."
Mielke came to Grand Valley as dean in July of 1999. He has been
responsible for bringing many successful projects to the Seidman School.
Under his leadership , Grand Valley developed the Family Owned
Business Institute and the Center for Entrepreneurship . He was involved
in positioning Grand Valley to house Michigan's Small Business
Development Center and, subsequently, the state's Small Business and
Technology Development Center. Mielke is given much credit for the
Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center in Muskegon, which
is a SmartZone project slated to open in the fall.
"We appreciate all Dean Mielke has done for Grand Valley during his

tenure as dean," said Gayle Davis,
provost and vice president for
Academic Affairs . "He has expanded
and enhanced the reputation of the
Seidman School of Business and has
spearheaded projects that will continue to have a positive impact on
research and learning ."
In a letter to SSB faculty members,
Mielke said the school is "well
positioned to continue to improve."

"Part of my decision was based on
the significant progress occurring
with faculty leadership ... entrepreneurship initiatives, a variety of
international program developments,
and the student expectations assessment," he wrote.
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David Mielke announced plans
to step down as dean of the
Seidman School of Business to
return to teaching. An interim
dean will be named in the fall.

Davis says an interim dean for the
School of Business will be named in
the fall, while the university searches
for a permanent replacement. Through the rest of the summer, Susan
Martin, assistant vice president for Academic Affairs, will serve as
acting dean.

···-------------------------Collins named dean of School of Education
experience and a broad background in liberal
arts to the position.

At Grand Valley, Collins replaces Anne
Mulder, who had served as interim School of
Education dean for two years. Collins said she
looks forward to her new role.

responsibility to
educate the
next generation of
teachers to
address
today's
educational
challenges.
For me, it is
the most
exciting job
in higher
education."

"I see the position as both a positive challenge
and a calling," she said. "It's an enormous

Gayle Davis, GVSU provost and vice president for Academic Affairs, said Collins brings

Elaine Collins , former dean at West Shore
Community College in Scottville, began new
duties as dean of Grand Valley's School of
Education on July 1.
Collins had served as dean of Liberal Arts and
Sciences at West Shore for three years. Prior to
that , she was dean of Academic Studies at
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in North
Adams, Mass.

GRANDVALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY

"I know Dean Collins will contribute greatly
to the School of Education at Grand Valley,
building on Dean Mulder's successes of the
past two years," she said.
While at West Shore , Collins was instrumental
in developing an Honors College. She also
oversaw departmental budgets, personnel,
strategic plans, and student retention .
Elaine Collins

Collins, a New York native, received a
bachelor's degree from the University of
California Los Angeles, master's degree from
UC-Davis, and a doctorate from Ohio State
University.
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Across Campus
Tickets for football, other GVSU events
available at TicketsPLUS
TicketsPLUS, with outlets in West Michigan Meijer stores and throughout
the state, is now the exclusive ticket outlet for all Grand Valley arts and
athletic events.
Tim Selgo, director of athletics, said the university's contract with
TicketsPLUS benefits Laker fans.
"We are really excited to join with TicketsPLUS in making it easier for
our fans to get tickets for Laker athletic events, as well as other GVSU
events," he said. "With the increase in attendance we have had in recent
years, we needed to take our ticket operation to the next step by offering
our fans more ways to get tickets to GVSU events."
TicketsPLUS can be reached online at www.TicketsPLUS.net, by calling
616-222-4000 or 800-585-3737, or by visiting a retail outlet at Meijer and
other stores.
Individual tickets for Laker football went on sale July 1. Football tickets
will also continue to be sold at the athletics office, 192 Fieldhouse, from
8 a.m.-5p.m. Monday through Friday and two hours before kickoff at
Lubbers Stadium Ticket Gate 2.

Dissette currently serves as academic systems coordinator on the Pew
Campus. Her background includes serving as the computer
instructor/technical coordinator for Allendale Community Education;
computer instructor/manager of instructional computing for Holland
Community Education; teaching assistant at Grand Valley; and various
other supervisory positions. Dissette has a bachelor's degree in information systems from GVSU , and is a master's degree candidate.
Nichols currently serves as a project manager for Sarcom. Her background includes serving as supervisor for support services for The
Holland Group; programmer/analyst with the Kent County Health
Department; manager, Towers Computer Center; and senior computer
technician at Central Michigan University. She has a BSBA in management information systems, BS in public administration , and BAA in
organizational communication, all from CMU.
Arterburn currently serves as instructional technology specialist at
Saginaw Valley State University. Previous experience includes serving as
technical lab technician, Forest Hills Public Schools; media center/media
services manager, Saginaw Board of Education; and various other positions in media services. He has a master's of education degree from
SVSU, and a bachelor's degree from Grand Valley.

Friends celebrate TRIO's successes
Priscilla Kimboko, dean of
Graduate Studies and
Grants Administration, was
among those who congratulated
Arnie
Smith
Alexander, director of TRIO
programs, on her recent
successes.

Interviews scheduled for
Academic Computing position
Information Technology will be interviewing candidates for the position
of academic systems supervisor to be housed at the Cook-De Vos Center
for Health Sciences . The university community is invited to meet the
following candidates in 2104 MAK:

Smith
Alexander
was
responsible for writing
grants this spring to renew
three
TRIO
programs.
Friends threw her an informal party in late June at
the Meadows.

• Jayne Dissette: Tuesday, July 22, 11 :15 a.m.-12 noon
• Jennifer Nichols: Tuesday, July 22, 3: 15-4 p.m.
• Robert Arterburn: Wednesday, July 23, 10:45-11:30 a.m .

FORUM
Volume 28, Number 1
The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office every
Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.
Fax: 616-331-2250 .
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative
action/equal opportunity institution.

Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online
publication , on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

GVFaces

···--------------------------

Steve Snell, university arborist
Most people plan their future to tum out a certain
way, but, as Steve Snell found out, plans change.
He attended California State University Long Beach
to study marine biology. Discovering that the only
jobs available were writing research grants, he
transferred to Michigan State University to enter its
business program. Snell said he was unable to get
into the program, so he used a backdoor by majoring
in forestry and minoring in business. And he ended
up enjoying forestry.
Snell was previously a district forester in Oceana
and Newaygo counties . He came to Grand Valley for
the opportunity to work on a relatively new campus
and help create the landscape. His projects include
the Memorial Garden and the Memorial Tree
Program.
The Memorial Garden - a wall behind the CookDeWitt Center where loved ones can have the name of
someone connected to the university engraved began two years ago . The Memorial Tree Program is a
tree planted in honor of someone with a bronze nameplate at the base of the tree .
When Snell came to Grand Valley six years ago,

the design for the
arboretum was
complete and his
job involved putting
the plan into action.
"Being part of
creating the arboretum is my favorite
aspect of working
at Grand Valley,"
said Snell. "It gets
a lot of use from
students and faculty
teaching classes ."

Steve Snell

He is still making
plans: this time to keep incorporating ideas from
around the country into Grand Valley 's landscape.

GV Faces
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand
Valley by nominating someone for a profile.
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu, with names
and contact information.
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Across Campus
STEPS introduces girls to engineering

Wheelchair sports camp

For the second year in a row, 80 girls from all over the state designed,
built and flew radio-controlled airplanes at Grand Valley as part of a
summer camp aimed at increasing interest in science and engineering
among girls.
The Regional Math and Science Center and the Padnos School of
Engineering, in conjunction with the Society of Manufacturing Engineers
Educational Foundation, hosted
the STEPS (Science
Technology and Engineering
Preview Summer) camp in two
sessions, June 22-26 and June
29-July 3 .
The STEPS program is a oneweek introduction to the world
of technology and engineering
for girls entering the seventh
grade. The purpose of the
camp is to introduce young
women to the opportunities for
technical careers early enough
to influence their choices of
math, science and technical
_ courses in middle school and
high school.

Photo by Heidi Noorman

Grand Valley junior Matt Walker, from Ortonville, plays pool basketball with participants at the Junior Wheelchair Sport Camp.
Sponsored by the Grand Rapids Wheelchair Sports Association, about
70 area youth with disabilities played sports at the Fieldhouse last
week. Walker, an amputee, was one of the instructors and a former
camper.

Allendale Chamber awards scholarship

Photo by Heidi Noorman

Volunteer Mark Vandezande talks to STEPS provides an opportunity
STEPS participant Devon Petersen.
for girls to learn more about

what engineers do. The
workshops are taught by instructors with a background in engineering,
technology and science. Activities include designing, manufacturing and
flying a radio-controlled airplane .

Photo by Heidi Noorman

STEPS is a tuition-free, technology-based summer camp for girls . It was
created in 1997 at the University of Wisconsin-Stout as part of an effort to
attract more woman and minorities into the field of engineering early in
their academic pursuits. The program targets young people at two critical
stages , as they enter seventh grade and then again in 10th and 11th
grades .

What's Ahead
Philanthropy Center hosts
executive morning
sessions
The Johnson Center for Philanthropy and
Nonprofit Leadership will host three morning
meetings aimed at leaders of nonprofits.
The Executive Morning Series will be held
from 8:30-10 a.m . on Tuesday, July 22, at the
University Club Room at the DeVos Center;
and at the same time on July 23 at the
AlpenRose Restaurant in Holland ; and July 24
at the Lake Michigan Center in Muskegon . Call
x17585 for information .

Declaration of
Independence makes stop
in Allendale
Hundreds of people are expected at the
Allendale Campus to view an original copy of
the Declaration of Independence during a stop
on its cross-country tour.

Allendale Area Chamber of
Commerce
President
April
Godfrey, right, presents a scholarship check to Sara Rotman.
Rotman graduated from Unity
Christian High School and will
enter Grand Valley in the fall.
The scholarship presentation was
held during a chamber lunch in
the Kirkhof Center in June.

···-------------------------The university community and the public are
invited to enjoy this free evening on
Wednesday, July 23.
Sponsored by Grand Valley's Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies in partnership
with the Gerald R. Ford Museum and the Ford
Foundation , the event will begin with a picnic
supper from 5:30-7 p.m. in the Great Lakes
Plaza near Seidman House. Reservations are
requested: call x 12770 or send an e-mail to
Jessie Austin at austinj@gvsu.edu. A short program will run from 7-7:30 p .m. and the document can be viewed until 8:30 p .m.
The Declaration of Independence Road Trip is
a nonprofit, nonpartisan project that takes an
original copy of the document on a cross-country tour.

Hair can be seen July 24 , 25 and 26 at 7:30 p.m. ,
and July 27 at 3 p .m . Productions will be held at
the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts
Center. Tickets are $10 general admission , $8
seniors and faculty, $5 all students. Reservations
available by calling xl2149.
The play is staged by the same students who
produced Big River last summer: Trinity Bird,
director; Katherine Mayberry, choreographer;
and Joel L. Schindlbeck, musical director.
Unlike most musicals of its period, Hair is
based on a vision rather than a plot. The play
presents a series of incidents in the lives of
hippies , all non-collegiate dropouts devoted to a
philosophy of "make love, not war" during the
Vietnam War.

Students bring 'Hair'
to stage

"We chose this show at a time when history
was repeating itself," Bird said . " A lot of us
were feeling the same things these characters
feel when we started the war in Iraq."

Grand Valley theater students will liven up the
summer by bringing to the stage Hair, the original "American tribal love-rock musical."

Grand Valley's production contains adult
language, adult situations, and drug use and is
not recommended for young children.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Robert Udell, research assistant at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, was interviewed by
Lakeland Boating for an article on the use of
biodiesel in the marine environment.
Dave Poortvliet, Institutional Marketing Web
developer, was interviewed by WXMI Channel
17 about the university's web cameras.
Joe Helgert, associate professor of communications, was interviewed by WWMT Channel 3
about the Taco Bell advertising settlement to two
Michigan men.
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu.

Sketches
Mathematics faculty members Jonathan Hodge
and Reva Kasman have been selected to be
Project NExT (New Experiences in Teaching)
Fellows . Project NExT is a program of the
Mathematical Association of America for new or
recent Ph.D .s in the mathematical sciences who
are interested in improving the teaching and
learning of undergraduate mathematics.

Stephen T. Margulis, professor of management,
edited an issue of the Journal of Social Issues,
titled "Contemporary Perspectives on Privacy:
Social, Psychological, Political." He also wrote
two articles for the journal, "Privacy as a Social
Issue and Behavioral Concept," and "On the
Status and Contribution of Westin 's and
Altman's Theories of Privacy."

Patricia Clark, associate professor of writing,
wrote a poem published in the July/August
issue of Atlantic Monthly. She also completed a
three-week residency at the Tyrone Guthrie
Center in Annaghmakerrig, Ireland.
Reva Kasman, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, titled "BNS Invariants
and the Initial Tree" at the 20th Annual Workshop
on Geometric Topology in Park City, Utah.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement
science, gave a presentation, titled "Lies Your
Coaches Told You And You Continue To Tell
Yourself," to coaches attending the USA Hockey
Advanced Level Coaching Clinic in East Lansing.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water
Resources Institute, was featured in
Environmental Review, a monthly newsletter
dealing with environmental science and policy.
He was also appointed to the board of directors
of the West Michigan Land Use Conservancy.
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, presented a paper,
titled "Fish Habitat Use Within and Across
Wetland Classes in Coastal Wetlands of the Five
Great Lakes," at the meeting of the International
Association for Great Lakes Research held in
Chicago.
Carl Bajema, professor of biology, presented
an illustrated lecture on "Michigan's Legendary
Logging Era: Perception and Reality," at the
Michigan Botanical Club Spring Foray, held at
Northwestern Community College in Traverse
City.

---------------------------···

Cynthia Grapczynski , assistant professor of
health professions, was the author of an article ,
titled "Developing Lifelong Leaming Skills in
Occupational Therapy and Occupational Therapy
Assistant Students," which was published in
OT Practice.
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, presented a paper,
titled "Interaction of Sunlight and Organic
Matter in the Laurentian Great Lakes ," at the
annual meeting of the International Association
for Great Lakes Research, held in Chicago.
Gina DeLapa, Career Services assistant director,
wrote an article , titled "A Career Counselor Goes
on a Job Hunt," for the online newsletter collegejournal .com, published by Dow Jones and Co.
Accounting professors Stephen R. Goldberg
and Joseph H. Godwin co-authored book
reviews of Making Technology Investment
Profitable, ROI Roadmap to Better Business
Cases and Technology Best Practices that were
published in the Journal of Corporate
Accounting & Finance.
Accounting faculty members Stephen R.
Goldberg and Dori Danko co-authored a titled,
"Corporate Governance: Big Changes Ahead ,"
which was published in the Journal of
Corporate Accounting and Finance.

James Goode, professor of history and
coordinator of Middle East Studies, received a
grant from the American Institute for Iranian
Studies to conduct research in Iran from
July 18-August 12.

